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15 Religion, Identtty, and Global
Governance: WhatFlave We Learned?

-\TRICK IAMES

-,:oking Back, Lookirg Forward

-: rs study began in chapter 1 with a series of questions about religion,
::ntity, and global governance. It moved toward answers by focusing
:- ideas, evidence, and practice. Each of the questions from chapter 1

.-1 be answered in a tentative and summary way. This includes ref-

-r-rCes to a few other studies. The discussion that follows regarding
- .,:h set of questions is based on insights derived from the intervening
: -:pters. The chapter concludes with a few thoughts about the way
' :.,1'ard.

R"eligious Identity

:i r\\- is it established that religious identity is a relevant factor in
, ,llaining or understanding politics? How can it be known whether
-.-:gion is'real'versus a cover for some other factor such as ethnicity
: {roup power?
Irese questionsr in an overall sense , aheady are important ones in the

-. -:u1r. of religion and politics. The answers offered in this study parallel
- :ne of what is established now about the role of religion in politics and
-" :iety. Religion very frequently plays a genuine role in politics. Witness

:'.at Appleby (2000) labels as 'militance.' Many instances of self-sacri-
' :e in the name of religion are observed; attempts to label this behaviour
:: l.,urely instrumental across the board are not convincing. Moreover,
--.:gion overlaps with significant transnational issues like fundamen-
-., -sm, human rights, and political Islam (Fox and Sandler 2004). As for
.. e related question about whether religion is just a front for something
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else, other studies have challenged this way of thinking quite irr, -

inboththeoryandevidence(App1eby2000;FoxandSand1er]
tenCency to pose the question so persistentiy in fact, is a te11ta -'-

bias against religion as an established part of hurnan life.

ThG volurne offers a number of illustrations that establish : -,-

of retrigious identity in understanding and explaining politica' :
es. The chapters on evidence and practice are most helpful l'ro : -

sider analysis of the Iraqi civil war in chapter B. The evolutir'r-

ccnflict shcws how renigion is used by factions to interpret th,-

Militias with a religious designation, such as the N{ahdi Arn-

the radicatr Shia cleric Muqtada atr-Sadr, are forrnidable threats

and security. This chapter, in fact, shows that a security dilen':-
a religious foundation is at work in sustaining civil strife in 1r,,,-

am F{ussein's brutal dictatorship, which turned to trslam for 1e -
as it became increasingly threatened from within, clearlv ll'i; --

gious identity rnore salient" After the regime's fall, that tactic p:

unintended consequences. Sectarian violence between Sunrri r: -- ,-

ensued once the U.S. invasion and occupation removed Sadcla::

grip on lraq"
Very different in horu it pXayed out, but also convincing a --

impact of religious identity, is the accol-lllt in chapter 9 of thu

over sharia law in Canada's province of Ontario. It is interesti.r..

that the debate included citations of Islarnic beliefs by both a.:

and opponents of sharia as an alternative to the court systenl ', '-
family 1u*. The argurnents back and forth are grounded in ,-r -'

visions of societ3r on the role of reiigion. The rnain pcints of dir - -

a basic ievel, concern religion as a private versus publi.c part t)r , --

and the degree to which some forms of the latter, most notabll' , -

i*g Islarn, are consistent with a free society.

Religiol.ls betriefs also affect substantive matters of negoti,

practisid by IrlGOs. This is well-estabtrished by the account ir', -

7tofChristianrnediation.ForeXamp1e,Christianmediatorsil-
al prefer the role of cornmunicator over manipulator in attell',I- -

*or.* those in conflict closer to agreement. Stylistic nuances -, -

revealed and foXlow frorn doctrinal di"fferences among Christi;-'
tions. For example, the Reformed and Anabaptist traditions l'1. .

and grassroots mediation levels, respectively.
Chapter 72 tells a convincing story about the poiitical ef t-:

religiols IrlGOs. (Chapter 13, which focuses on Canadian fore, -
i.y,leinforces this main point in a more specific context.) Ptri" -
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::',ese NGOs indeed are religious in that their priorities about policy
:'atch well with setrf-proclaimed belief systems. For example, chapter
I shows how religious NGOs such as Project Ploughshares work with

,',-estern middle powers toward the goal of enhanced human securrty.
- iris is understood in the sense of peace and social justice in tandem -
-.rdls that eschew pcwer politics and canbe traced to the altruistic and
: acific doctrines of the Abraharnic religions. The same could be said of
:-re objectives pursued successfully by the IGE, which are covered in
::rapter 74. Moreover, the altruistic and pacific doctrines espoused are
:.)mmon to all the world's major religions, in spite of how these belief
:-,-sterr.s are distorted in some instances to justify mayhem.

\Vhat comes out of this evidence, coltrectively speaking, is that reli-
:ron generally is more irnportant vis-d-vis understanding and explain-
:rg the actions of NGOs rather than states - at least when it comes to
:ositive behaviour. In that sense, &s the volume's title anticipates, reli-
:ron fits in substantively with global governance. It clearly is part of
:1e problem, but also part of the solution, in achievirg human security
', orldwide.
Ivith regard to the related question about the reality of religious

.1entity, the answer begins with the observation in chapter 2 that
,:ith antedates the international relations theories that have ignored it
:.rr so long. As the chapter points out, religion creates a comrnunity
,f believers. Thus the potential for mobihzatton is omnipresent and

IrreS beyond instrumental rationality into affectiae motiaatian" As chap-
:er 3 goes on to argue, such motivation inherently blurs the boundary
:etween what is regarded as public versus private. It aXways is pos-
. ilrle to challenge whether self-stated religious motivations are real, of
- rrurse , but sustained, extreme actions in the name of religion make it
.:lcreasingly difficult to imagine that religion is just a cover for what is
,,l-rserved. Examples include homicide bombing and implicitly suicidal
...cts of insurgency against more numerous, better-equipped, and highly
:rained adversaries. Chapter 5 uses cross-national, aggregate data to
.how that religious exclusivity on the part of a government is associ-

-,,ted with its involvement in international crises" More in-depth, case-

:ased research would be needed to establish a causal process there, but
:ne evidence on the surface points in the direction of religious beliefs
.:rtfuencing at least some aspects of foreign policy.

One example of just that type of research appears in chapter 7 . Mus-
rns in India, while experiencing violence, are observed to be very

: estrained in their responses. The chapter traces this to the evolution

t-

;
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cf Islamic theology in that part of the world to favour pacific rc ' 
'

with others, even in the face of violence.

R.eligious identity can be malleable. This coilftes out clearly itr c '

10 as afeature among even of those in positions of high l-t'rt1c: -

The chapter,s recountlng of catholic doctrine on just war shor'"

pontiffsevo1ved.frompiirl'tsintowarriorsandthenbackinto;'
that violence should b*.ru*d only in the most extreme circuIl1s:-

Chapter 71, which is autobiographical,.teltrs the story of one F'I -

evolution in religious idenfit!. rn" author moves toward socr;

sciousness as a result of reflection on his Christian beliefs all' - 'l

action through the Institute for Global Engagement, which p1''' 
":"

dialog.r" ,^ireligious freedorn aroulld the world'

Religious identity interacts, as chapter 6 points out' r't'iti'

aspects of identity, such as ethnicity, cliss, and languag.: Jhis 
c:-

uses the exarnple'of the 'war cn Teiror' to show how retrigious 1;r.'

can be shupud by historical context. Muslims in general and i'
hurnanitariao orfunizations in particular are put on the defer-is

the war on Terror,u dichotomy of gocd versus bad in the Cor'r -

their religion.
while the weight of evidence in this volume favours the l-'' -

that religion is ,*ix rather than a cover for other motivations, ii

irnportant to point out limitations. F{appily, not ull violent bel"

thatsuperficia11ymightbeattributedtore1igionis1nfacttracet:.
ferences over faith. fh* investigation in chapter 7 of the sri 1-

conflict establishes that materiil d.ifferences between ethnic i:
not religicus belief, explain the horrific violence between Tani -

sinhalese. And sorneti.nnes good things happen * consistent \\ :

best aspects of religious faith - but *oi beciuse of religious adl- o 
'

An exarnpie of th; is canadi.an coordination with religiotrs \t
pursuit oihuman security, as described by chapter 13. This is i'"- -

based diplomacy. xnstead, the Canadian government sees rr *

I{GOs ur'turgetsLf opportuni.ty to more effeitively caffy out its :

r:olicv goals.
L J L-/ .1 ff ' r- ^L -^l;^rna1(- 

1/-.1 1-- -

Religion, in sum, is real. so are the effects of religicus icler

politics.

Itetigion and Global Governance

when and hor,v can religion be applied to advance positir-e -

oriented agendas? whatls the batrance between religion as a 
'', 

'-

!- - 
! .-
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lolence versus a possible source for achievement of a more peaceful
orld? In an overall sense, how do religion and globat governance

- late to each other?
Religion indeed can be applied in a positive way. It gives legitirna-

. r, to constructive as well as destructive acts committed by those who
: aim to act out of faith (Appleby 2000; Fox and Sandler 20A4). As will
:ecome apparent, the glass is either half empty or half full, depending
ir the point of view, regardi^g the overall role played by religion. Rel-

, r ant here is the established finding that a significant number of reli-
* ious groups find seculanzatton threatening (Almond, Appleby, and
rr\-an 2003). This is at the root of many problems encountered in the

orld vis-h-vis religion.
\Vith regard to the context for a positive role for religion, three ingre-

: ients emerge as important in this volume: theology, NGOs , artd a
:rinimal level of state non-interference, if not support, for their actions.

Theology matters. While only alluded to at various points in this vol-
- Ir1e, the coercive and even violent message of Al Qaeda and its fellow
:'avellers is well known. Less familiar is the important story told in
-:rapter 7 about Islarnic theology in South Asia. Arnong Indian Mus-
rl1s, beliefs er,,olved in a manner that promoted peacefutr responses

- \,-en to violent provocations. (Only Kashmir is an exception.) Examples
t this occur elsewhere, although, as chapter 3 points out, there is a bias

'gainst seeing religious pacifism as sincere. Consider also the impor-
-ilrce of religious doctrine in the story told by chapter 10 about the

. r'olving role cf the pontiff in world politics. Changirg interpretation of
"-re Bible produced pacifism, subsequent direct involvement in power
'r)litics and even violence, and ultimately a sense of responsibility to
:'romote peace and avert war in all but the most extreme circumstances.

Religious NGOs are importantbuilders of a more peaceful world. This
> a more specific observation that follows from the prescient designa-
rru of an essential role for NGOs per se in global goo*.nance (Muiphy

I r00, 795). Consider the account in chapter 77 of Christian mediation.
" ire international comrnunity generally reacts well to such efforts. Suc-
:rss stories such as Sant' Egidio's role in quelling the lVlozambique civil
'-ar demonstrate that religious intermediaries can succeed. The chap-
.r also points out limits: NGOs can succeed when they set realistic
-r)dls, especially given their inherent inability to use coercicn to move
:'egotiations forward. When retrigious l{GOs operate with awareness of
:rose realities, they can achieve great success" Other positive examples
' re provided in chapter 12 vis-)-vis partnership with Good Samaritan
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states to promote the Ultl's Millennium Development Goals, c-'. - "

13 with respect to coordinated efforts with the gb,r*rt-tment of C,
in delivering its message in favour of religious pluralisrn, and c:-.' -'

14 in tegurd to the activities of the IGE ln patcistan and elserr-r--- :

achieve higher trevels of dialogue and religious freedom.
While NGOs matter, states stitrl hold the overwhelming &n-rr-,-: .'

power in this world and need, at the very least, to get out of t1-.

for NGOs to do their work. More than that would be desirable :- .

permissive environment is essential for NGOs to effect change
ern middle powers are citeC in chapter 72 as working in tander:"
|JCOs to remove the undertrying causes of strife within and br: ,

states. An especially notable government action is Canada's est.; -
ment of a Global Centre for Pluralism. trt might be added that \"
in such collaboration may be able to adCress the 'motral insuffrc -, '

of global governance as Murphy (2000, 797) described the sitr-r;:
decade ago a description that regrettably still seems on the .r'
today.

Chapter l shows interesting possibilities for states to behave ,:-

ferent ways within and beyond their borders with regard to re-.-
While supporting human rights at the UI{, various Islamic state=
tinued to oppress their own peoptre. Ironically, as chapter 6 pou-.:.
Western states fiercely protect the rights of their cttrzens but Cc,

tended harm with the discourse comirg out of the War on Terrc r' .

divisive language, which categortzes Muslims sirnplistically as gi
bad, inhibits efforts by Islamic humanitarian organizattons. It cr.-: --
climate of fear and may even produce the very reaction it is inte:- :
to head off - hostility to Western institutions and values.

What about the balance between positive and negative aspr- *

religion? The best answer to this question is perhaps one pro\-rc -, r
chapter 74: religion has been and will always be a part of the ,-

lern, and a part of the solution. Chapters 2 and 3, however, 
L-.,r"-

ample warning that the world after 9 / 17 is likely to answer the - -

tion in a biased way that overlooks the positiv. iid* of the ledger -

is twofold: against religion in general and against Islam in part - -

The chapters in Part Four of this volume already make it clear t1-, - :

story of religion is not just one of fanaticisrn and violence. Rel- -
I\lGOs obviously are making efforts, sometimes individually alr.
ers in alliance with governments, toward a better world.

Unfortunately, religious fanaticism - within Islam but also othe:
gions - continues to wreak havoc around the globe. Iraq's cir i-

retold in chap:-- - \

takes a cross-r- .: -

stimulating cr'r- --

legisiation ter-; '

within a prot:-:,: -.-
importance oI .'

or even elimir- r:-- '

interstate strit=
One wav tc -, -- -

are developilli ---':- 
' 

-

tiously optin-11>:. : .'' .-

term evolutior' '"
of active pearr - -- .

Christianitr. a-,. - : "'

prornoted br- 'L',- :

Itze, with err.rr.. - - '

peace and sr-)c-,: --

Overall, the .- ,

ments work tt-,-' .' - l
gious extremis:. - ""

Peace-oriente.: .- -
NCOs, and gc- : r .*

This discuss '

globalgo\rerl1:-: -

chapter 1 that .-

than just horr i -

Instead, glol.'a - -

(Thakur 200t; -' "

mit a relatir-el'. : *- 
-.

Consider it-r.": .

grant extraol'J '

makes thern n- ". :,
here, as eisei" .-

religious excXi..,
conflict and c\ '- -

sive instittttit':- -

auspices of tlle --
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I etold in chapter B, is just the latest glaring example. Chapter 5, which
lakes a cross-national approach, reveals in" importance of state reli-
sious exclusivity in not only creating resentment at home but also
stimulating conflict abroad. States with an official religion or religious
legislation tend to be more involved in international irises, espe.iutty
ryithin a protracted conflict. This generatrtzatron points toward the
importance of working on behalf religious freedomin order to reduce
or even eliminate the forces that can set in motion both domestic and
interstate strife.

One way to answer the question is to focus instead on how things
are developing rather than in an absolute sense. It is possible to be cau-
tiously optirnistic about religion at a global level. Consider the 1ong-
term evolution of the Catholic Church, noted above, in the direction
of active peace-building. Examples of rnediation efforts from within
Christianily also can be cited. Moreover, religious pluralism is being
Promoted by both states and NGOs. Perhaps ther" 

"ffnrts 
will crystal--

Itze, with enough time, into a clear trend toward religion as a force for
peace and social justice.

Overall, the jrry is still out on religion. NGOs and some govern-
ments work toward a better wo rld, but other governments and reli-
gious extremists continue to engage in oppression and acts of violence.
Peace-oriented agendas are movin g forwird to the extent that theology,
NCos, and governments come together in the right way.

This discussion leads naturally into the question of how religion and
,global governance relate to each other in a general way. necatt from
chapter 1 that global governance is an encompassing .oniept. It is more
than just how governments interact with their people oi each other.
Instead, global governance refers to institutioru, mechanisms , rela-
tlgnshipt, and processes to manage interests, rights, and obligations
(Thakur 2006; Thakur and Weiss forthcoming;. White it migh-t seem
arbitraryt a focus on each of the first four .on."pts, in turn, should per-
tnit a relatively complete treatment of global go"er"rance.1

Consider institutions. Religion is a doubl*-*dg"d sword here. It can
grant extraordinary levels of legitim acy to institutions, which then
rnakes them more powerful forces - for better or worse. The message
here, as eisewhere in this volume, seems to favour pluralism. State
religious exclusivism, taken to extremes, may encorrug" international
conflict and even warlikeness. At the same time, consider highly inclu-
sive institutions such as the Alliance of Civilizations, builtlnder the
auspices of the UNI. Perhaps it could be said that, at this stage of human
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history, most institutions with a religious character lean torn'ard ir:
exclusive end of the scale, but with some discernible movement in ::.
other direction. An optimistic but not unrealistic reading of human h:=-

tory would suggest that learning on this subject, like others, is not o:-''

possible but probable.
Mechanisms of global governance with potentially positive -€tte*i:

come through clearly from this study. One example is mediair:
Another to consider ii dispute resolution based on religious princip-e:

although the immediate instance from this volurne met with mixe.l :

negatir. ."uctions in what would seem like a hospitable setting. \\'-::
greater knowledge of religion - ot, to be candid, lower levels of i5. , -

rance among the public - a more accepti.g environment for go\ e:: -

ance incorporating religious principles might be expected to emerL:e -:
the increasingly multicultural and diverse societies that make uP lr:
world of todiy. This does not mean embracing theocracy - that n-o;-:
take us back to exclusivism - but instead a willingness to consicie: :

wider range of value systems, some of which have origins in relig:;:
for governance within and even beyond the level of the state.

Encouraging are stories told in this volume about relationships r: :

involve religious entities. One example is the coordination of relig:; *

NGOs and middle powers to achieve more together than either cc:: - :
separately in meeting UN development goals. Since an obligaticr :

uriirt those in need forms a part of all religions with significant nu: -

bers of adherents, this bodes well for global governance.
What about processes of global governance? A process leadi:rE :

more responsiveness of governments to the vision of human rights :-. :
by their own citizens - not necessarily the ideas purveyed bythe \n*=r'

- would be most welcome in the Islamic and especially Arab n-o:-:

Islamists, it becomes interesting to note, are engaged with a disccu:,.
on human rights and may even find some common cause with t: r -

governments regardi^g self-determination a k"y difference ',"'-'*l

Western states, highlighted durirg the coloni al era, on what is mear,: :
human rights in i*or" encompassing sense. Another Process, perlli:"-
weakly underway as a delayed reaction to 9/77, is a more acceF:-:.-

attitude toward religion among residents of technologically adr-ar"-:'i

states. Noted already in this volume are the tendencies in academe i::
the popular media to ignore or even ridicule religion. This will not i--c, I
leaderi 

"rlgrg" 
the ,ruit majority of the world's PoPulation, n-hi;: '

religious ur-ta unhkely to abandon such inclinations. More infor:-.":

foreign policies, rr-h-.:
political allegiances ;', -

Religion and Leaden'hi

How might go\-err--:- r:
system-leading Un':*:
policies in light of :e--*
what is the legacr- "'i ::*

The first of these r *tr.
tually everythir-tg ;: j.
reconsidered in lier-: - :

frontation writ ].3199 .---"

olithic portrayal cf j=-=:

ambivalence H-ith:-: ::,=

one example, emr:":s*
stimulate their thi:-r::,
already in place' E.1 i;:
ority that comes b:; r.' 3 :

One basic Probie:' -*

chapters 2 and i c: '-:

hostility to religit':- ::
and decision-makt:: ::
about Islam itt P.::- *-

ters. In addition, -:.i::
human rights tha: :-:-'
effect of 9 /77 to ^L--n', -.

with sub-optima^ r; --:
U.S. and other i e":*'

at religion and re-: i-- I :

objectively. ImPur:: i :

a religious agenca -;:
pointing resuits i';:.
are implied br- res:*'-:

o Be more scePi;:- ':--
conflict and tha: ,: : :

o Coordinate rr-i:i F3"

and abroad ( ci-;L::.:
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roreign policies, which take into account religious identity in shaping
political allegiances, would improve global governance.

Religion and Leadership in Foreign Policy

How might governments in general, and especially the international
svstem-leading United States, reconsider their foreign and domestic
policies in light of religious resurgence around the world? In particular,
rvhat is the legacy of the Bush Doctrine and what should come next?

The first of these questions answers itself to some degree in that vir-
tually everything underway now in the domain of poli.y should be
reconsidered in light of a more realistic view of religion. A military con-
frontation writ large with religion is not the way forward and the mon-
olithic portrayal of Islam, in particulag misses so much of the inherent
ambivalence within the great religions (Appleby 2000).Appleby, to cite
one example, emphasrzes education among religious communities to
stimulate their thinking about the more peaceful aspects of doctrine
already in place. Education and the value of greater knowledge is a prr-
ority that comes back agalr9below, in an even more encompassingway.

One basic problem with existing foreign policy is clear after reading
chapters 2 and 3 of this volume: lack of knowledge creates bias and
hostility to religion among academics who advise national leaders,
and decision-makers themselves. Consider the low levels of awareness
about Islam in particular from the poll results reported in those chap-
ters. In addition, chapter 4 describes a role for Islam in promotion of
human rights that may well surprise many readers. Add the shocking
effect of 9 / tt to low levels of understanding and it is easy to end up
n.ith sub-optimal policies toward religion in world politics.

U.S. and other decision-makers, as urged by chapter 5, need to look
at religion and religiously motivated actors on the world stage more
objectively. Imputi^g irrationality and even evil intent to those with
a religious agenda can only lead to policies that produce more disap-
pointing results. Some general recommendations either appear in or
are implied by respective chapters from this volume:2

Be more sceptical about the assumption that religion is behind a given
conflict and that it must play a negative role in politics (chapters 3, 4,7).

Coordinate with FBOs to achieve community enhancement at home
and abroad (chapter 2).
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o Move further away from the War on Terror discourse, as per init:
steps of the Obama Administration, to avoid isolating and Possi'r-1

,rdi.uLrzrngnatural allies among Muslims and Islamic NGOs in

development of civil society (chapter 6).
. Encourage interfaith org anrzations and religious pluralism (chal--

ters 5, 6, 74).
. Encourage faith-based conflict management and mediation (char-

ters 10-11).
o Show greater willingness to work with NGOs, who may have

complement ary goals and appears less threatening in many setr:r i:
(chapt ers 72-74).

o Make an effort to integrate Muslims into civil society (chapter n

. For the United States in particular, as related to Iraq, recognize :: i:
religious org anttzations can and must be part of any viable effor:

toward political stabilizatton (chapter B).

This list leads into two more encompassing observations.

First, much can be done to improve the role of religion in the \'.' I '*
and take advantage of what it can offer rather than simply asslr:- -- ;
it out of existence or treating faith as an obstacle to human Proir.*' -

It is time to move beyond seculartzation in theory and practice..Ti-.

not a call for any particular person or group to adopt religious b*- ., -*

Instead, the message is to accept religion as a part of this u'orii l-r'j
address it constructivelY.

Second, this volume's ideas, evidence, and practice converge €\ -:"i*
tionally well on a pragmatic and viable set of recommendatior-"s :-,,:'

follow from the fiist point above. Enhanced knowledge abour r: '

gion, cooperation with-NGOs, and interfaith dialogue would be .: '"' : '

.o*" change from what exists now. Lack of knowledge about rc--: 'i*

accounts foi many of the problems besetti.g the world today. Th* . "

progress in Iraq ir *"r"lt the most high-profile examPle of tt'h.-,: : :'*

irupp"n wher"t .bhgion is assumed to be epiphenomenal and de.7-rr:-I

for the trash bin of history.
This observation returns to a point of curiosity from the outsei ,' I i'Hr

volume: what about the Bush Doctrine? While chapter 1 establi>r'-"- -

as something other than a religious statement, matters of faith - *kI

to the forefront in its assessment. The Bush Doctrine reflectei -1 *,'*

dimensional and highly militarrzednational security policy. This :- - :'
set did not start with Bush, but it did intenslfy after 9/17. \c:-,: -- :-

the absence of a nuanced sense of what role religion in gene:-: i - :

Islam in pa::-:*-
Bush create,'i : :-.
a sense of 'E. -":
irith the Isla:-::
religious fa..- : n

iheir sense r: := -

fril in intera.:-: :
:",est legacr .: '-r- --

it transpires. -,", 
,- -

sr-stems sr-tci . i: -

in U.S. foreii. f',
Even Joi-l-:-, It, *

iarv force , re: " -: *
:he message r -- rr
religion as i:'. : j
needs to br . - r- -:
;iecades to .::.
':olicr-. Irotria -: - -',

ioor - in C::- -': -

:iculhlral rel. -:-."
:ire u-orlt1 S i::;:
:.'r--prodttc:s -- : i'

Final Thoughts

This r-olunre ::;:
., ided in th..: --.^:
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Islam in particular might play in policy implementation. President
Bush created a discourse, summed up as the War on Ter ror,that created
a sense of 'good' versus 'bad' Muslims and greatly distorted relations
ivith the Islamic world and, most regrethb{y in the immediate term,
religious factions in Iraq. Islam as well as Islamism are multifaceted in
their sense of belonging, and a'bLack-and-white' division is not help-
ful in interacting with the products of these belief systems. Perhaps the
best legacy of the U.S. experience with the Bush doctrine in action, if
it transpires, would be a less monolithic sense of encornpassing belief
systems such as Islam. This could facilitate an improrr"d perfoimance
in U.S. foreign policy across the board

Even John Paul II, with all of his disposition against the use of mili-
tary force, realized that in some instances it still could be justified. Thus
the message here is not that any and all mil ttary actions are wrong, with
religion as the basis for holding that belief. Instea d, d greater bllance
needs to be achieved by the United States, the likely ryit"* leader for
decades to come, between military and other implements of foreigt
policy. Ironically, some of the best ideas about 'howl might be right next
door - in Canada, where debates about peaceful management of mul-
ticultural realities have been underway for decades. tf the diversity of
the world's great religions can be comprehended more fully, the worst
by-products of policy made out of lack of knowledge may be averted.

Final Thoughts

This volume started out with three sets of questions. The answers pro-
vided in this chapteg of course, lead to new questions. If religion is ieal,
what are the causal mechanisms that lead from faith to eith", .oopera-
tion or conflict? Given that religion can be used to promote peace and
well-b9irg in some contexts, how can those conditi,ons be encouraged
around the globe? Finally, if governments (most notably the United
States) need to reorient their policies to take religion more seriously,
how can that be encouraged to happen? These urrd many other ques-
tions will continue to preoccupy the study of religion, identity, andglo-
bal governance for years to come.

NOTES

1 It is understood that the concepts overlap with each other in some ways,

pluralism

n'recliation

mar'ha,
in nranr-
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so this path is followed to facilitate a surunary rather than offer a rigorou.'

scheme of organization
2 It is quite possible that additional chapters imply a given recommendatitrr-

on the list, but those noted are deemed sufficient to make the point.
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