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The Institute on Culture, Religion, and World Affairs (CURA) at Boston University conducted 

an annual summer seminar series from 2002-2010. It was organized by the sociologist of religion 

Peter L. Berger and CURA’s-then Associate Director Robbert Hefner and generously funded by 

the Henry R. Luce Initiative on Religion and International Affairs. The program was taught by a 

combination of faculty from Boston University and other universities, as well as by active or 

former members of the American foreign policy community.  

 

The seminar brought together the world’s leading scholars of religion and international affairs to 

develop research and writing on the most important themes of the day: democracy, terrorism, 

human rights, conflict resolution, U.S. foreign policy, economic globalization, and more. The 

seminar was a kind of “think tank” supporting the work of the faculty and journalists, who went 

on to publish some of the most influential books, journal articles, and public-facing essays of the 

past two decades. In that respect, the “output” is diffuse. No single publication resulted but rather 

dozens of publications resulted from nearly a decade of intense and focused conversations. 

 

Below is a select bibliography of publications by scholars who participated in the series for one 

or more years, and whose subsequent work was connected to those conversations. When the 

publications have multiple editors, the * indicates the participant involved with CURA.  

 

Banuazizi, Ali. 2005. “Middle Eastern Studies and the Politics of Intimidation.” Comparative 

Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 25(3), 519-521. 

https://www.muse.jhu.edu/article/193148. 

 

——. 2008. Social Classes, State, and Revolution in Iran (co-authored with A. Ashraf). Tehran: 

Nilufar Publications. [In Persian] 

 

Berthrong, John. 2003. “Boston Confucianism: the Third Wave of Global Confucianism.” 

Journal of ecumenical studies 40. 

 

——. “Motifs for a New Confucian Ecological Vision,” in Roger S. Gottlieb (ed.), The Oxford 

Handbook of Religion and Ecology (online edn, Oxford Academic, 2 Sept. 

2009), https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195178722.003.0011. 

 

——. 2008. Expanding process: Exploring philosophical and theological transformations in 

China and the West. State University of New York Press. 

 

https://www.muse.jhu.edu/article/193148
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195178722.003.0011
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——. 2011. “Neo-Confucianism,” in William Edelglass, and Jay L. Garfield (eds), The Oxford 

Handbook of World Philosophy, Oxford Handbooks 

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195328998.003.0009. 

 

Berger, Peter L. 2005. “Religion and the West.” The National Interest 80, 112-119. 

 

——. 2005. “Religion and global civil society.” In Religion in global civil society, Mark 

Juergensmeyer, ed., 11-22. 

 

——. 2008. “Secularization falsified.” First Things: A Monthly Journal of Religion and Public 

Life 180, 23-28. 

 

——. 2010. Between Relativism and Fundamentalism: Religious Resources for a Middle 

Position. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

 

——. 2011. The sacred canopy: Elements of a sociological theory of religion. Open Road 

Media. 

 

——. 2012. “Further thoughts on religion and modernity.” Society 49:4, 313-316. 

  

——. 2014. The Many Altars of Modernity: Toward a Paradigm for Religion in a Pluralist Age. 

Walter de Gruyter.  

 

*Boettke, Peter, Laurence R. Iannaccone, Derek Neal, Peter Boettke and Deirdre McCloskey. 

2005. “The Economics of Religion: A Symposium.” Faith & Economics 46, 1–23.  

 

Casanova, José. 2005. “Catholic and Muslim Politics in Comparative Perspective.” Taiwan 

Journal of Democracy, 1:2, 89-108. https://doi.org/10.29654/TJD.200512.0005 

 

——. 2006. “Religion, European secular identities, and European integration.” In Religion in an 

expanding Europe, Timothy Bynes and Peter J Katznelson, ed. Cambridge University press.  

 

——. 2006. “Secularization revisited: A reply to Talal Asad.” Powers of the Secular Modern: 

Talal Asad and His Interlocutors, David Scott and Charles Hirschkind, ed. Stanford University 

Press, 12-30. 

 

——. 2006. “Rethinking Secularization: A Global Comparative Perspective.” The Hedgehog 

Review, Spring & Summer, 7-22. 

 

——. 2007. “Immigration and the new religious pluralism: A European Union/United States 

comparison” In Democracy and the new religious pluralism, Thomas Banchoff, ed., Oxford 

University Press.  

 

——. 2011. Public Religions in the Modern World. University of Chicago Press. 

 

https://doi.org/10.29654/TJD.200512.0005
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Chehabi, Houchang. 2003. “Dress Codes for Men in Turkey and Iran.” In Men of Order: 

Authoritarian Modernization under Atatürk and Reza Shah, Touraj Atabaki and Erik Zurche, ed.  

209-37. 

 

*Chehabi, Houchang and Rula Jurdi Abisaab. 2006. Distant relations : Iran and Lebanon in the 

last 500 years. Centre for Lebanese Studies and I.B. Tauris.  

 

Cromartie, Michael, ed. 2003. A public faith: Evangelicals and civic engagement. Rowman & 

Littlefield. 

 

——. 2005. Religion, culture, and international conflict: a conversation. Rowman & Littlefield. 

 

Davie, Grace. 2004. “New approaches in the sociology of religion: A western perspective.” 

Social Compass 51.1, 73-84. 

 

——. 2006. “Is Europe an Exceptional Case?” The Hedgehog Review. Spring & Summer.  

 

——. 2014. Religion in Britain: A persistent paradox. John Wiley & Sons. 

 

Diamond, Larry Jay, *Marc F. Plattner, and Daniel Brumberg, eds. 2003. Islam and democracy 

in the Middle East. Johns Hopkins University Press. 

 

Diamond, Larry, *Marc F. Plattner, and Philip J. Costopoulos, eds. 2005. World religions and 

democracy. Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005. 

 

Dunbar, Charles. 2003. “Squaring the Circle: Managing an American Policy Dilemma in the 

Muslim World.” The American Scholar, 72(3), 15-31. 

 

*Eckel, M. David, and Bradley L. Herling, eds. Deliver Us From Evil: Boston University Studies 

in Philosophy and Religion. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2011. 

 

Formicola, Jo Renee, et al. Faith-based Initiatives and the Bush Administration: The Good, the 

Bad, and the Ugly. Rowman & Littlefield, 2003. 

 

——. 2009. “Catholic Moral Demands in American Politics: A New Paradigm.” Journal of 

Church and State 51, no. 1: 4-23. 

 

Hefner, Robert. 2005. Editor.  Remaking Muslim Politics: Pluralism, Contestation, 

Democratization.  Princeton: Series on Muslim Politics, Princeton University Press. 

 

Hefner, Robert, with Muhammad Qasim Zaman. 2007. Schooling Islam: The Culture and 

Politics of Modern Muslim Education.  Princeton: Series on Muslim Politics, Princeton 

University Press. 

 

——. 2009.  Editor.  Making Modern Muslims: The Politics of Islamic Education in Southeast 

Asia.  Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 
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——. 2010. Editor.  Muslims and Modernity: Culture and Society since 1800.  New Cambridge 

History of Islam, Volume 6.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

——. 2011 Editor.  Shari‘a Politics: Law and Society in the Modern Muslim World.  

Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 

 

*Alexandros K. Kyrou and *Elizabeth E. Prodromou. “Debates on Just War, Holy War, and 

Peace: Orthodox Christian Thought and Byzantine Imperial Attitudes toward War.” Orthodox 

Christian perspectives on war (2018): 215-250. 

 

Land, Richard. 2005. “Pastoral leadership: Authoritarian or persuasive?.” Journal for Baptist 

Theology and Ministry 3.1, 74-80. 

 

——. 2011. The Divided States of America: What Liberals and Conservatives Get Wrong about 

Faith and Politics. Thomas Nelson Inc,. 

 

Marsh, Christopher. 2011. Religion and the state in Russia and China: Suppression, survival, 

and revival. A&C Black, 

 

Marshall, Paul A. 2008. Religious freedom in the world. Rowman & Littlefield. 

 

——. 2011. “Exporting blasphemy restrictions: The organization of the Islamic conference and 

the united nations.” The Review of Faith & International Affairs 9:2, 57-63. 

 

*Marshall, Paul, and Nina Shea. 2011. “Silenced: How apostasy and blasphemy codes are 

choking freedom worldwide.” Oxford University Press.  

 

Martin, Nancy M. 2010. “Mirabai Comes to America: The Translation and Transformation of a 

Saint,” The Journal of Hindu Studies, 3:1,12–35, https://doi.org/10.1093/jhs/hiq009 

 

*Martin, Nancy M., Joseph Runzo, and Arvind Sharma, ed. 2014. Human Rights and 

Responsibilities in the World Religions. Iran: Oneworld Publications. 

 

McGraw, Barbara A., and *Jo Renee Formicola, eds. Taking religious pluralism seriously: 

Spiritual politics on America's sacred ground. Baylor University Press, 2005. 

 

Mead, Walter Russell. 2006. “God’s country?” Foreign Affairs 85:5, 24. 

 

——. 2008. “The new Israel and the old: Why gentile Americans back the Jewish state.” Foreign 

Affairs 87:4, 28-46. 

 

——. 2013. Special providence: American foreign policy and how it changed the world. 

Routledge. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1093/jhs/hiq009
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Mitchell, Craig Vincent. 2011. “Contemporary research in religion, politics, and 

economics.” Journal of Markets & Morality 14.1 

 

Omar, Irfan A., 2010. ed. A Muslim View Of Christianity: Essays on Dialogue by Mahmoud 

Ayoub. Logos Press.  

 

*Omar, Irfan A. and Thomas F. Michel, ed. A Christian View of Islam: Essays on Dialogue. 

Orbis Books. 

 

Prodromou, Elizabeth. 2004. “The ambivalent orthodox.” Journal of Democracy 15: 62. 

 

——. 2004. “Religious pluralism in twenty-first-century America: Problematizing the 

implications for orthodoxy Christianity.” Journal of the American Academy of Religion, 72:3, 

733-757. 

 

Shah, Timothy Samuel. 2004. “The bible and the ballot box.” The SAIS Review of International 

Affairs 24:2,  117-132. 

 

*Shah, Timothy Samuel, Alfred C. Stepan, and *Monica Duffy Toft, eds. 2012. Rethinking 

religion and world affairs. Oxford University Press. 

 

*Shah, Timothy Samuel, and *Monica Duffy Toft. 2006. “Why God is winning.” Foreign Policy 

155, 38. 

 

Siemon-Netto, Uwe. 2008. The acquittal of God: A theology for Vietnam veterans. Wipf and 

Stock Publishers. 

 

Srinivas, Tulasi. 2006. “Divine enterprise: Hindu priests and ritual change in neighbourhood 

hindu temples in Bangalore.” South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies 29.3, 321-343. 

 

——. 2010. Winged faith: Rethinking globalization and religious pluralism through the Sathya 

Sai movement. Columbia University Press. 

 

——. 2012. “Articles of Faith: Material Piety, Devotional aesthetics and the Construction of a 

Moral economy in the Transnational Sathya Sai movement.” Visual Anthropology 25:4, 270-302. 

 

*Toft, Monica Duffy, Daniel Philpott, and *Timothy Samuel Shah. 2011. God's century: 

Resurgent religion and global politics. WW Norton & Company. 

 

Troen, S. Ilan. 2008. Imagining Zion: dreams, designs, and realities in a century of Jewish 

settlement. Yale University Press. 

 

——. 2014. “Multiple modernities: a view from Jerusalem.” Society 51, 145-151. 

 

Tyagananda, Swami. 2011. “Doing dialogue interreligiously.” Dialog 50.3, 227-230. 
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Weigel, George. 2003. The final revolution: The resistance church and the collapse of 

communism. Oxford University Press. 

 

——. 2005. The Cube and the Cathedral: Europe, America, and Politics without God. Basic 

Books. 

 

——. 2009. “Faith, reason, and the war against jihadism.” Revista de Științe Politice. Revue des 

Sciences Politiques 23, 41-52. 

 

Weller, Robert P., ed. 2005. Civil Society, Globalization and Political. Change in Asia. 

Routledge.  

 

Seligman, Adam B., *Robert P Weller, Michael Puett, and Bennett Simon, ed. 2008. Ritual and 

Its Consequences: An Essay on the Limits of Sincerity.  Oxford University Press, USA. 

 

Whelan, Christal. 2007. Religious responses to globalization in Japan: the case of the God Light 

Association. PhD Thesis, Boston University.  

 

——. 2007. “Shifting Paradigms and Mediating Media: Redefining a New Religion as ‘Rational’ 

in Contemporary Society.” Nova Religio 10.3, 54-72.  

 

White, Jenny B. 2004. Money makes us relatives: women's labor in urban Turkey. Routledge. 

 

——. 2005. “The end of Islamism? Turkey’s Muslimhood model.” In Remaking Muslim politics: 

pluralism, contestation, democratization, *Robert Hefner, ed., 87-111. 


